
Kent Smith - CEO & directoR
Mr. Smith hails from a broad business background and over the last 25 years, 
has established a successful track record in senior operations and business 
development roles within the North American residential real estate market. 
As a consultant he has provided services, including, market valuation, 
planning, financing, permitting, syndication and development management 
to property owners, developer, banks and major corporations. These services 
have been provided for some of the largest landholders in the United States, 
which include Weyerhaeuser, Ralston Purina, Bass Brothers and Brannager. 
Mr. Smith has been involved with some of the most successful planned 
communities in the U.S.A. including St. James Plantation, Landfall, Pinehurst 
National, Governors Club, Lake Las Vegas and The Cliffs Communities. 

Gordon D. Ewart
Mr. Ewart is the Chairman of GC-Global Capital Corp., a TSX Venture 
Exchange traded Canadian merchant bank. He was a co-founder of Quest 
Capital Corp., a TSX traded Canadian merchant bank with approximately 
$100 million in assets. Mr. Ewart has accumulated over 30 years of 
experience in the investment industry. During this time he cofounded three 
merchant banks, two of which were based in Toronto and one of which was 
based in Bermuda. The merchant banks, Resource Capital International 
Limited, Paramount Funding Corporation and Grafco Limited were involved in 
all aspects of corporate and developmental finance for Canadian industrial 
and natural resource companies.

Michael Plant
Principal Member of GDR’s Canyon Ridge, New Mexico Venture.  Mike Plant 
has been Executive Vice President of Business Operations for the  Atlanta 
Braves’ since November of 2003.  His responsibilities include overseeing stadium 
operations, security, finance, personnel, special events and the operations of 
the minor league clubs.  Plant was a member of the 1980 U.S Olympic Speed 
Skating team in Lake Placid, N.Y., and a six-time member of the U.S. World 
Championship speed skating teams. Recently, Plant was elected as one of 11 
Americans to a six-year term (2004-2010) on the Board of Directors of the 
restructured U.S. Olympic Committee.  Mr. Plant’s responsibility for stadium 
operations and other properties and assets under his management control, 
coupled with his experience in a wide range of development projects, add up to 
provide a powerful addition to the development team.

Tim R. Newell
Principal Member of GDR’s Canyon Ridge, New Mexico Venture.  Tim Newell is a resort community 
planner and developer with extensive experience in design and development of resort and recreational 
coastal and mountain communities. He has project experience across the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, the Eastern Caribbean and Central America where he served as project manager for a 
12,000 acre eco-tourism community in Belize.  He has been a partner in several land development 
projects in the Carolinas and was the land planner for the award winning St. James Plantation in 
Southport, North Carolina.   Newell earned his Masters Degree in Landscape Architecture from 
North Carolina State University where he focused on land planning and community design.  He 
is the author of Cybertools for the 21st Century Builder and Developer, A CD-Rom published by 
Home Builder Press, 1997.  He is a frequent national seminar speaker on land development and has 
served as a two-term member of the NAHB Land Developers Committee and has also been a member 
of the ULI Panel Advisory Services Team.

Guy F. Clerici
Mr. Clerici is a member of GDR’s management team, and also serves as general counsel to the 
company. His background includes the management of a number of successful privately held 
business, along with nearly 25 years experience working with developers as legal counsel in complex 
financing and acquisition transactions. Prior to joining GDR, Mr. Clerici was a senior shareholder 
and management committee member of a major North Carolina law firm, where he served as outside 
counsel to GDR and to other entities owned and/or managed by GDR’s present management team. 
In addition to degrees in business finance and JD, Mr. Clerici earned a Masters in Taxation (LLM) 
from the National Law Center at George Washington University.

Dale McCourt
Mr. McCourt has a broad business background in Construction, Information Technology, Finance, 
and Property Management, in addition to being a licensed land surveyor in training in the State of 
Maine.  Mr. McCourt holds a Bachelors Degree from the University of Maine in Mathematics and 
Computer Science.  Before relocating his family to North Carolina in the fall of 2005, he spent 
five years as Head of Finance and Property Management for Microdyne Outsourcing Inc. a division 
of L-3 Communications.

5715 Old Haywood Road 
Mills River, North Carolina 28759 

(828) 891-6400 
Info@GDRinc.net

Chris Phillips
Mr. Phillips is a Certified Public Account with over 25 years of accounting experience in 
manufacturing, retail, and real estate development.  Before joining GDR, Mr. Phillips worked with 
a high growth company expanding the business from 25 stores to 200.   He worked with Mr. Smith 
on various projects before joining GDR fulltime in January of 2006.

The Thoms Estate 
Asheville, North Carolina
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